THROUGH   TREASON  TO   POWER

hension. But von Papen had to resign and was
replaced by General von Schleicher.

Schleicher's plans were very simple. He wanted to
get rid of Hitler while preserving the good and useful
elements in National-Socialism* He wanted a govern-
ment resting on a broad basis, on the Reichswehr, the
trade unions and the intellectuals. Whom could he
choose to second him better than Gregor Strasser,
excellent organizer and true socialist?

Gregor Strasser hesitated. If he agreed to become
Vice-Chancellor, perhaps one day even Chancellor,
would he not be betraying Hitler?

He wanted his conscience to be clear. He put the
question to President Hindenburg.

CI give you my word of honour/ the latter declared,
'that the Bohemian corporal will never be Chancellor/

Gregor thereupon departed for Munich to consult
Adolf and tell him what Hindenburg had said.

Hitler, after some hesitation, agreed in principle to
Gregor's becoming Vice-Chancellor and promised to
come to Berlin in December to settle the details of the
new Cabinet.

I have already mentioned that events moved quickly
in 1932. Gregor, assured of Adolf *s consent, proposed
to Schleicher a new ally, Herr Leipart, leader of the
German free trade unions.

Once more the Junkers took fright. Why had they
overthrown Briining if the Government were again
moving to the Left?

Hugenberg and Schacht, aware of their mistake,